
[insert organization’s letterhead or Ride Like a Friend Icon]

[insert date]

TO: 

[insert school-based contact]
FROM:           
[insert your name, organization and contact info]
RE:

National Teen Driver Safety Week Campaign- October 17 -23, 2010 

[Name of organization] is seeking school–based partners that believe teen driving crashes can be reduced through programs designed to empower teens to discover solutions to the leading cause of death among our nation’s youth. 

We want to work with you to bring teen-focused, research–based campaign activities, messages, and online tools to your high school students during National Teen Driver Safety Week (NTDSW) to be held October 17 to 23, 2010. The tools were developed by researchers from The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia with help from hundreds of teens.

Not only can [name of your organization] provide your school with teen driver safety knowledge and support during this week, but we can also guide you through the process of implementing an evidence-based campaign. The “Ride Like A Friend” Campaign will feature multiple options that can be selected based on the commitment level of your school: 

· A student poll

· A Public Service Announcement (PSA) Contest (video, poetry, art)

· Peer-to-peer “blitzes” at football games, dances, and school events

· School administration-to-parent communication

· A learning module for a classroom setting

· Posters, postcards, etc.

· An interactive Web site for organizers and for teens

Lead the Way

Hopefully, you will be interested in sponsoring NTDSW Campaign efforts within your school.  Here are the anticipated responsibilities:

· Obtain the necessary approvals from your school administration to conduct the campaign

· Recruit a NTDSW planning committee (or existing club) and help orient it to teen driver safety and NTDSW

· Guide the group to plan and execute a campaign using a set of online materials available at www.ntdsw2008.org

· Provide feedback through the NTDSW Web site

Support from [name of organization]
[Name of organization] can provide the following support:

[insert your level of commitment in bulleted format]

National Proclamation Makes it Official

In 2006, more than 5,000 teens lost their lives in teen driver-related crashes, and most were preventable. To help reduce these tragedies from occurring, last October the U.S. Congress proclaimed the third week of October as National Teen Driver Safety Week (NTDSW) in a Joint Resolution. This year’s NTDSW, which takes place October 19 to 25, is rallying schools and communities to raise awareness of the risks involved and possible solutions to the high rate of crashes involving teen drivers and their teen passengers.  
The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) has listened to the voices of more than 700 teen drivers and passengers for the purpose of developing a research-based online campaign toolkit of activities and messages. This toolkit is available at www.ntdsw2008.org for use during NTDSW, or throughout the year, by youth-led and youth-serving groups within schools.

It’s About Passenger Risks in 2008

This year’s theme focuses on increasing awareness of how teen passengers distract drivers, a leading cause of crashes for teens. Teens helped CHOP develop practical tips on how to be a helpful passenger rather than a distracting one. Buckling up, minimizing distractions, and helping the driver scan the road and navigate are some of the tips the campaign will offer to teens.

About [insert name of your organization]
[insert boilerplate about your organization]

About The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia

The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia’s (CHOP) is engaged in a multi-year national research and outreach study to reduce teen driver-related crashes deaths and injuries. In partnership with State Farm Insurance Companies®, CHOP’s multidisciplinary team of educators, behavioral scientists, engineers, and public health practitioners are working to develop a comprehensive set of interventions that will enable teens and their parents to successfully navigate the learning-to-drive process and become safe drivers. Outreach efforts, such as National Teen Driver Safety Week campaigns, are needed so that families going through this stage of development are supported by their communities. It will take the will and initiative of teens, families, schools, law enforcement officers, and policymakers to successfully address the leading cause of death and acquired disability for US teens. To learn more about National Teen Driver Safety Week and driver safety, go to www.chop.edu/youngdrivers.

