FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[In school newspaper, web site etc.]

SEPTEMBER 2, 2010
CONTACT: [insert name and contact information of key person the editor can call to confirm information and ask questions]
NATIONAL TEEN DRIVER SAFETY WEEK 

SEEKS CAMPAIGN ORGANIZERS

Serve on Planning Committee to Help Lead the [name of school] Effort

NAME OF SCHOOL, STATE IN DATELINE— The [school’s organizing sponsor/club] is looking for volunteers for the National Teen Driver Safety Week planning committee.  The week, to be held October 17 to 23, is dedicated to raising awareness about how to support your driver friends when riding in their cars. 

Few teens realize the risk they take as passengers of drivers with less than one year of experience after licensure. These drivers are far more likely to have a fatal crash than more experienced drivers and even supervised learner drivers. This risk is especially high if these drivers are teens and if they are carrying teen passengers. 

Experts aren’t certain why teen passengers are problematic. They do know, however, that their presence in cars with teen drivers is a deadly mix. Six out of 10 teen passenger deaths occur with a teen driver behind the wheel. A teen driver’s risk of a fatal crash increases with each additional passenger. 

“A research team at The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia asked teens what they think is the issue with passengers,” says [school student leader or campaign sponsor- student voice preferred]. “Who knows better than teens about what happens in the car when we all drive together.”

The end result of this research is practical tips from teens on how passengers can be helpful, rather than distracting, to drivers. The researchers believe teens are on to something and have created a campaign around their ideas.

[school sponsor] has access to free web-based resources developed by the research group from The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) that include great activity options and cools ways to distribute campaign messages during the week.

[If an organization external to the school is involved, provide one to three sentences about how it’s helping (findings, expertise etc.)]

“We are looking for volunteers from all grades who care about this issue and who want to get the experience of organizing events and campaigns,” says [student leader or campaign sponsor]. “This matters to all of us, whether or not you’re driving, because we’re all passengers.”

If you’re interested in getting involved in NTDSW, you should [call/e-mail name of contact] by [date] to sign up.  The first planning meeting is scheduled for [date of meeting].
