Sample Parent Letter from School


[Insert Date]

Dear Parents and Guardians:

[Insert your high school name] will join high schools across the country by participating in National Teen Driver Safety Week (NTDSW) this October 17th – 23th.  NTDSW is designed to spotlight the number one cause of death to teens: car crashes. 

The week’s activities will bring teens, community leaders, educators, and parents together to help prevent teen crashes and injuries. This year’s theme, Ride Like A Friend, highlights the specific risks around passengers. New research shows having just one friend in the car can double the risk of a fatal crash for teen drivers. At [Insert your school], we believe it’s important to support parents’ efforts to keep our new drivers safe.  That includes making sure parents know of the dangers and new research on this issue.
As part of the week’s events, we will engage teens in classroom activities and provide parents the information they need to protect and guide their soon-to-be and new drivers on this vital issue. Some of the activities taking place during the school day will reinforce these safety messages by [insert details about your school’s planned activities]. We will also be encouraging students to participate in teen online activities at RideLikeAFriend.com.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Even if your teen isn’t driving, they are often passengers. It is important to start the conversation early with your teen about riding with new drivers. Teens’ crash risk drastically drops six months after licensure or 1,000 miles of experience. Use this information to set limits for your teen about passengers: Set a rule about not riding with friends who don’t have this necessary experience. The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and other national organizations recommend waiting until new drivers have at least six months experience before adding a teen passenger.

As part of the week’s events, we will be providing parents with [list any plans here – this may include the parent flyer with this letter, information about a PTA meeting or open house]. To help you get started or supplement what you’re already doing, you can also find links to driving lesson plans, parent-teen agreements and information about the state laws at RaisingSafeDrivers.com.

If you’re interested in more information, contact [insert name and number].

Sincerely,

[Insert name and title]

[Insert name of high school]
